
2024 Government 
Affairs Report 



Table of Contents
WQA GA Overview  3-13
• Meet Our Team  4

• Congressional Summit   9-10

• Tools & Resources 11-13

Federal Updates    14-29
• Healthy H2O Act    15

• EPA WaterSense    19-20
• Lead   21-22

• PFAS   24-26

State Updates 30-42
• State & Local Trends  31

• State Capital Days       33-34

• California   35-36
• Licensing     38

• Incentives  39

• PFAS & Wells 40
• Water Softeners    41

• Lead   42

*Click the orange bubble in the top corners 
for additional information



VISION
Improving awareness and knowledge 
of water quality to enhance quality of 

your life through sustainable 
technologies and services

MISSION
The recognized resource and advocate 

for the betterment of water quality

Advancing knowledge and 
professionalism of industry 
participants

GOAL 
1

Increasing advocacyGOAL 
2

Driving public awareness 
and knowledge

GOAL 
3

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WQA’s mission in serving the industry is to be the recognized resource and advocate for the betterment of water quality. 

With a vision to improve awareness and knowledge of water quality to enhance quality of life through sustainable technologies and services.  

As we know, the industry is facing a landscape marked with tremendous opportunities. Water quality issues are more visible than ever, and this visibility brings both responsibility and a chance to lead. 
WQA’s strategic plan is built on 3 goals: Advancing knowledge and professional of industry participants, Increasing advocacy, and Driving public awareness and knowledge. 

We will meet these goals by: (1) membership, being the voice of the industry. (2) training and professional certification to enhance expertise. (3) product certification to ensure quality standards, and (4) events that foster knowledge-sharing and networking among water treatment professionals. 



Named Top Lobbyist of 2024

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Working with policymakers across the U.S. and around the world, we provide information and scientific data to help make sure laws and regulations are serving the public. We partner with state and regional WQAs and build coalitions with concerned citizens and groups — all with the goal of providing consumers and the public greater access to the water they need and deserve. There are several important services WQA offers members. 

Educate: Monitor and track Federal, state, and local policies impacting the industry; while keeping WQA members well-informed. Develop policy priorities accordingly.
Engage: Empower WQA members with the tools to engage and educate policymakers on key issues to ensure informed decision-making.
Advocate: WQA staff stand ready to react and respond to emerging threats and regulatory issues.

For any questions regarding legislative or regulatory topics, contact Government Affairs at govaffairs@wqa.org

The efforts of the GA team has been recognized
We are proud to announce that WQA’s Director of Government Affairs, Jeremy Pollack, has been named to The Hill’s prestigious 2024 list of the nation’s top lobbyists. Jeremy's inclusion on this distinguished list highlights the ongoing success of the Water Quality Association (WQA) and the collective efforts of our members. Thanks to their dedication, we continue to make significant strides in advancing our mission of being the resource and advocate for the betterment of water quality. 
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Presentation Notes
The Government Affairs Committee assists the WQA’s Government Affairs Department in prioritizing key bills and regulatory initiatives. The committee focuses on the following pillars:
Manages the efforts of WQA with respect to any legislative or regulatory matters that impact the industry
Coordinates with the Subject Matter Experts with respect to the development of standards and with respect to the development of WQA positions on issues that require scientific input
Provides semi-annual reports to the Board of Governors






• Builds connections with 
policymakers & influencers

• Raises awareness of issues 
of concern to WQA 
members

• Provides important 
technical information to aid 
decision-making

• Reinforces that WQA & its 
members are the “go-to” 
technical resource for water 
treatment issues

Why is it important?

Government Affairs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Outreach provides important information to aid decision making, raise awareness of issues of concern, and reinforces that you and WQA are the go-to resource for water treatment related topics. 



Providing Value

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Provides Value: Enhance your skills and expertise in areas that align with your passion by getting involved. Understanding legislation & regulations can add value to your customers and company! WQA can give you access to specialized knowledge and tools to address specific interests effectively. 

This can help you understand trends, benefit from grants and other growth opportunities, drive change, and broaden your knowledge to understand potential obstacles or barriers. 




Water Resources 
Congressional Summit

Day 1 – Educational Sessions

Educational Highlights

 Keynote Speakers 
 USDA Deputy Sec. Xochitl Torres Small 
 Bruno Pigott, EPA Office of Water

 Sessions & Panels
 SDWA 50th Anniversary - ASDWA
 Congressional Staff Panel

48

WQA Members
Registered

 Hosted on the Capitol grounds for the first 
time in the House Rayburn Building!

 WQA & NGWA partnered together to provide 
programming for over 70 attendees. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Water Quality Association and the National Groundwater Association host each year a two-day Water Resources Congressional Summit in Washington, D.C., to bring awareness to drinking water challenges and solutions across the country.

The event connects attendees with key decision-makers in Congressional offices, government agencies, and departments to foster better working relationships and understanding. The advocacy activities throughout the event embody WQA’s mission to be the “recognized resource and advocate for the betterment of water quality.”

The Summit:
Helps build connections with policymakers and provides important technical information to these officials to aid in decision-making,
Promotes support for our industry’s policy priorities, and
Reinforces WQA and its members as thought leaders on water quality challenges and solutions.




14 Member Level & 
16 with Leadership offices

68 
Congressional 

Meetings

Water Resources 
Congressional 

Summit
Day 2 – Congressional Fly-In

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2024, a record 50 WQA members conducted 68 small-group Congressional Office meetings – 14 of them with a member of Congress – advocating for the drinking water treatment industry, educating lawmakers about the importance of water quality, and garnering support for the Healthy H2O Act.



Tools & Resources

•Government Outreach Meeting Guide

•Government Outreach Slide Deck

•Fact Sheets

•An Introduction to WQA (Protecting 
the Public)

•The Final Barrier

•Water Treatment for Dummies

•REACH Toolkit

https://wqa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Water-Treatment-for-Dummies-2nd-Edition.pdf
https://wqa.org/resources/government-outreach-guide/
https://wqa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/WQA-Gov-Outreach-Slides.pptx
https://wqa.org/education/research-and-fact-sheets/
https://wqa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Protecting-the-Public_Handout.pdf
https://wqa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Protecting-the-Public_Handout.pdf
https://wqa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/The-Final-Barrier-Water-Filtration.pdf
https://wqa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Water-Treatment-for-Dummies-2nd-Edition.pdf
https://wqa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/REACh_Toolkit.zip


New  - Tools & Resources

WQA Released Informational Handouts in 2024:
• Build America, Buy America (BABA): Applicability to 

POU/POE Systems
• Using Water Treatment Systems for SDWA Compliance
• FAQs on New Lead Regulations (LCRR & LCRI)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WQA released a series of new handouts, reports, and informational materials to assist WQA members. 



• Association Benefits
Monthly Newsletter 

 Bills list and tracking
 Local /State/Federal Updates 

Advocacy Toolkit and Handouts
 Visit wqa.org/advocacy 

• Association Assistance 
 Government Outreach Training & Meeting Prep
 Letters Related to WQA’s Public Policy Priorities
 Testimony and Comments
 Preparation for Hearings and Public Forums

Government Affairs Staff Support: GovAffairs@WQA.org  

Support Provided

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nichole

Slides 12-13 under 5 mins

https://wqa.org/advocacy
mailto:GovAffairs@WQA.org




Healthy H2O Act

Goal: Assist rural and underserved 
communities by authorizing a Federal 
grant program to help cover the costs of 
water quality testing and the purchase, 
installation, and maintenance of 
certified POU/POE water treatment 
systems.

Why? 23 million U.S. households rely on 
private wells for drinking water which 
are not subject to the same regular 
oversight and testing [as public water] 
for contamination, which can delay the 
identification and response to health 
threats. 

Embedded in R & 
D Frameworks for 

Farm Bill

35+ Supporting 
Organizations

50 
Congressional 

Cosponsors 

Presenter
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Overview: The bill grew from an initiative developed by the WQA’s Clean Water for All task force, which aims to collaborate with policymakers to ensure all Americans have access to safe and healthy drinking water. 

Building on the momentum from 2022, the bipartisan Healthy Drinking Water Affordability Act (H.R. 1721/S.806) was reintroduced in the 118th Congress by Senator Tammy Baldwin (WI), Senator Susan Collins (ME), Representative Chellie Pingree (ME), and Representative David Rouzer (NC). The bill, commonly known as the Healthy H2O Act, rural and underserved communities by authorizing a new U.S. Department of Agriculture grant program to cover the costs of water quality testing and the purchase, installation, and maintenance of POU/POE water filtration systems certified to address health-based contaminants found in their drinking water. Funding would go directly to individuals, licensed child-care facilities, and non-profits that are equipped to help people go through the process of testing and then finding and installing a water treatment product to address their situation. An estimated 23 million U.S. households rely on private wells for their drinking water. Wells are not subject to the same oversight and testing as municipal water systems, which can delay the identification of potential health hazards in local groundwater.

2024 Update: Both the Democrats and Republicans have released their own framework for a Farm Bill, which includes WQA’s Healthy H2O Act. Stakeholders have advocated for attaching the Healthy H20 Act to the Farm Bill since the “must-pass” legislation is a larger legislative vehicle that includes other USDA water programs. With 50 Congressional supporters, the bill is one of the few bipartisan initiatives that is being pushed through Congress. 

Looking Ahead: WQA is working to reintroduce the bill in the 119th Congress and attached it to an impending Farm Bill. 




MyPlate Initiative 

Goal: To add a symbol for water 
to the MyPlate dietary 
guidance graphic. The MyPlate 
nutrition graphic is a 
cornerstone nutrition teaching 
tool in schools and childcare.

Why? Inclusion of water on 
MyPlate would increase 
knowledge among those 
segments of the population 
that are most vulnerable, 
including young people.

“Water—whether tap, bottled, or filtered—is essential to life. Public health experts 
widely recognize water as a preferred source of hydration.” –MyPlate Support Letter

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Overview: WQA is collaborating with the International Bottled Water Association and other like-minded organizations to advocate for the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services to include a symbol for water in the MyPlate dietary guidance graphic. Inclusion of water on MyPlate would increase knowledge among those segments of the population that are most vulnerable, including young people.

The MyPlate nutrition graphic is a cornerstone nutrition teaching tool in schools and childcare, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) Education, and Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program (EFNEP).

2024 Actions:  WQA worked to educate Congress and signed a coalition letter with more than 30 other water and health associations. U.S. Senators Roger Marshall, M.D. (R-KS), John Fetterman (D-PA), Susan Collins (R-ME), Richard Blumenthal (D-CT), Cory Booker (D-NJ), Dan Sullivan (R-AK), and Raphael Warnock (D-GA) sent a bipartisan letter to USDA and HHS supporting adding water to the plate graphic. More than 45 members of Congress also signed a house letter.
 




Counterfeit Products 

Exhibiting at the U.S. Capitol! 

WQA partnered with the Association of Home Appliance 
Manufacturers (AHAM) and several other organizations to educate 
policymakers about the dangers of counterfeit products. WQA 
showcased information from the “Filter it out” campaign that was 
based on research conducted by AHAM and the Water Quality 
Research Foundation. Speakers included Congressmen Darrell Issa 
(CA) and Ben Cline (VA), and Dawn Nelson from the Department of 
Homeland Security.

Advocating for more Protections! WQA signed a 
Plumbing Industry Leadership Coalition (PILC) 
letter to Amazon regarding potential counterfeit, 
non-compliant, and potentially dangerous 
products being sold on the marketplace. 

To read the letter, click here.

https://wqa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c274c4449b80f62a15d3dbc77&id=871307429b&e=157cb05b5a
https://cfr947cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010YWVRW7JawbeuNkqMl3W_Lr1vJe92TMRyZzBwVz6U_c2RJXsvAljrFqdXJsaE7wpK1C1wKms5nF0XxJ23TYLQoDA7dfFceVAeboKHjT3SKvLEv3zbyk2yWIKTobWof0LuUKm49fvFz3pZivQexRQBI-qvmG5YzKy6FoKcSmfi3F-sRuspTH7cluMNULwSG6CUxptrewSkFP96sQ863vMFAHcs0opg1RK0txtxQ53GNo=&c=e3k-UpXddyuL1K7r9-znfL-T-xJm4Cbb6Hx823ZbUUw9gvIj_t5iMg==&ch=RqbhNp77t_ZMw0Ehiz68zyqVfHZgNmwz7MhN6oOf_1sNScy1CPvcAg==


FIFRA

In 2021, WQA launched the FIFRA Taskforce; charged with 
exploring the regulations through a technical analysis, 
comparing industry standards, and assessing alternative 
pathways to compliance. 

In 2022, the taskforce with more than 30 coalition partners, 
sent the EPA a proposal to modernize the enforcement of the 
regulations pertaining to specific water filtration systems 
regulated under FIFRA. 

2021

2022

2023

2024

In 2023, WQA and taskforce members met with the EPA to 
discuss the Alternative Compliance Pathway proposal. The 
taskforce began gathering information to understand the costs 
associated with compliance. 

In 2024, WQA and taskforce members used a survey to gather 
information that covered the financial, time, and material 
impact of the regulation. These findings were presented to 
the EPA as they consider a potential new rulemaking. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Background: The Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) regulates anti-microbial pesticides and pesticidal devices. Therefore, products and technologies intended to provide microbiological mitigation used in human drinking water systems, industrial processes and water systems, swimming pools, and other aquatic areas are regulated under FIFRA. Since 1976, the EPA Office of Pesticide (under FIFRA) has treated water filtration systems that inhibit bacteria, viruses, and other microorganisms in drinking water as pesticides and pesticidal devices. Consequently, subjecting point-of-use (POU) and point-of-entry (POE) treatment systems that make microbial claims to labeling, testing, registration, and other regulatory compliance measures. 

Since 2021, WQA has seen a rise in member issues surrounding the enforcement of FIFRA and a lack of communication by EPA, Customs and Border Protection (CBP), and clarity on complying with the regulation. This led to the development of a joint task force coalition with industry partners and the group began exploring the regulations through a Technical Analysis, comparing industry standards (ANSI & ISO) to FIFRA, and assessing alternative pathways to compliance for water treatment systems. 



https://wqa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/FIFRA_Coalition_EPA-Letter.pdf


• A typical residential POU RO system will generate five or more 
gallons of concentrate for every gallon of permeate produced. 

EPA - WaterSense

• The EPA’s voluntary WaterSense program developed specifications 
that will help consumers distinguish RO systems that operate with 
greater water efficiency, while still providing the water treatment 
that consumers expect.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Background: WaterSense is a voluntary partnership program sponsored by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for labeling water-efficient products. In 2022, the EPA began exploring expanding the program to RO systems. A WaterSense specification will help consumers distinguish RO systems that operate with greater water efficiency, while still providing the water treatment that consumers expect.

WQA Actions: WQA directly engaged with the EPA and invited officials from the WaterSense program to present to WQA members at the Annual Convention. 




EPA - WaterSense

New Specifications: Point-of-use RO system must meet specific criteria set by the EPA, 
ensuring it produces high-quality drinking water while significantly reducing water waste by 
sending no more than 2.3 gallons of water down the drain for every gallon of treated water 
produced, making it significantly more water-efficient than a typical RO system.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Final Specifications: The Environmental Protection Agency has published its WaterSense Specification for Point-of-Use Reverse Osmosis Systems.  POU RO systems that earn the WaterSense label are independently certified to ensure they meet EPA criteria for efficiency and performance, demonstrating that they send no more than 2.3 gallons of water down the drain for every gallon of treated water they produce. 

The WaterSense specification focuses on RO systems intended to treat drinking water. The specification applies to point-of-use RO systems as applicable under NSF/ANSI 58. EPA defines POU RO systems as:
Point-of-use reverse osmosis system: A plumbed-in or faucet-mounted RO
system used to treat the drinking and/or cooking water at a single tap or
multiple taps, but not used to treat the majority of water used for washing and
flushing or other non-consumption purposes at a building or facility. Any batch
RO system or device not connected to the plumbing system is considered a
point-of-use RO system.



Lead Policy & Regulations 

EPA published the LCR
Established an MCLG of 
Zero and Action Level 
(AL) for Lead at 15 ppb. 

1991

Minor revisions 
addressing 
implementation issues.

2000

Minor revisions 
addressing technical 
changes to the rule.

2004

Short-term revisions to 
enhance the monitoring, 
treatment, customer 
awareness, and lead 
service line replacement.

2007

Flint Water Crisis

2014

Trump Admin – Lead & 
Copper Rule Revisions 
(LCRR)
Compliance Date: Oct. 
16, 2024

2021

Biden Admin proposed 
the Lead & Copper 
Rule Improvements 
(LCRI)
Final ruling issued Oct. 
8, 2024; effective 3 
years later. 

2023

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Overview: In 1991, EPA published a regulation to control lead and copper in drinking water. This regulation is known as the Lead and Copper Rule (also referred to as the LCR). Since 1991 the LCR has undergone various revisions. The newest portions of the rule, the LCRR and LCRI, are covered on the next couple slides. 

2024: The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has announced $3 billion from President Biden’s Investing in America agenda to help every state and territory identify and replace lead service lines, preventing exposure to lead in drinking water. The funds come from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and are available through EPA’s Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF). Alongside the funding, the EPA also released a new memorandum that clarifies how states can use this and other funding to most effectively reduce exposure to lead in drinking water. The memo states that best practices include providing point-of-use filters and pitcher filters. 
 
Additionally, EPA has developed new outreach documents to help water systems educate their customers on drinking water issues, health impacts of lead exposure, service line ownership, and how customers can support the identification of potential lead service lines in their homes. 



Lead and Copper Rule Revisions (LCRR)

The Lead and Copper Rule Revisions (LCRR) included four major 
requirements for public water systems:

Develop a lead service line (LSL) inventory and make it publicly 
available.

Help water systems develop an LSL replacement plan.

Sample schools and childcare facilities for lead and copper.  

Communicate with the public about the LCRR’s requirements 
and the steps water systems take to meet them.

*LCRR Compliance Date: October 16, 2024

Presenter
Presentation Notes
LCRR Overview: The EPA released an addendum to the Lead and Copper Rule (LCR) called the Lead and Copper Rule Revisions (LCRR), establishing new requirements for protecting people from lead and water contamination. Under the LCRR, it’s estimated that about 40% of large water systems may have to conduct line replacements. 

 What does the LCRR seek to accomplish? 
• Develop a lead service line (LSL) inventory and make it publicly available. 
• Help water systems develop an LSL replacement plan. 
• Sample schools and childcare facilities for lead and copper. 
• Communicate with the public about the LCRR’s requirements and the steps water systems take to meet them. 

In addition to the 4 requirements, the EPA drafted Sample Language for Notifications saying:
“Use your filter properly. Using a filter can reduce lead in drinking water. If you use a filter, it should be certified to remove lead. Read any directions provided with the filter to learn how to properly install, maintain, and use your cartridge and when to replace it. Using the cartridge after it has expired can make it less effective at removing lead. Do not run hot water through the filter. For more information on facts and advice on home water filtration systems, visit EPA’s website at: https://www.epa.gov/water-research/consumer-tool-identifying-point-use-and-pitcher-filters-certified-reduce-lead.”




Lead and Copper Rule 
Improvements (LCRI)

100% Lead Pipe 
Replacement 

(Within 10 years) 

Lowers the action 
level from 

15 µg/L to 10 µg/L

Improves Tap 
Sampling 

Requires POU 
Devices after 

multiple lead action 
level exceedances

Requires public 
education materials 

on Certified POU 
Devices

Testing in schools 
and childcare 

facilities

*LCRI Compliance Date: 2027

Presenter
Presentation Notes
LCRI Overview: On November 30, 2023, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced the proposed Lead and Copper Rule Improvements (LCRI). The rule was finalized in 2024 and is expected to be implemented in 3 years with the goal of: 
Achieving 100% Lead Pipe Replacement within 10 years with limited exemptions. 
Lowering the action level from 15 µg/L to 10 µg/L for lead.
If a system tests above the action level, they must begin taking actions to mitigate the situation, such as communicating the test results and information on lead risks to communities and implementing corrosion control to reduce the risk of exposure.
Improving Tap Sampling —Water systems are required to collect first-liter and fifth-liter samples at sites with lead service lines and use the higher of the two values to determine compliance with the rule.
Requirement that ANSI-certified POU devices be made available to all consumers of water systems that have multiple lead action level exceedances
Additionally, the rule requires that utilities provide filters to customers following a disturbance to a lead, unknown, or galvanized requiring replacement (GRR) service line.
The rule requires that utilities provide filters and six months’ worth of replacement cartridges to customers following full or partial replacement of lead or GRR service lines.
Requiring public education materials to explain that using a filter certified by an American National Standards Institute accredited certifier to reduce lead is effective in reducing lead levels in drinking water.
Testing in schools and childcare facilities
The rule maintains provisions from the previous LCRR rulemaking related to testing for lead in schools – most notably requiring that utilities offer testing for lead at all schools and childcare facilities within their service area over the next five years.
This marks the first national lead testing effort in schools, while any requirements for remediation based on the results of water testing remain under the purview of state and local governments.

For more information, please read WQA’s Comments on EPA’s Lead & Copper Rule Improvements at WQA.org. 



PFAS Regulations & Actions 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What are PFAS?  Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) are a large family of man-made chemicals that contain carbon, fluorine, and other elements. The two most widely studied PFAS chemicals are perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS); these chemicals were voluntarily phased out of production in the United States by 2015. However, as many as 3,000 other PFAS chemicals are still used in a wide variety of applications. The scientific community is researching to better understand the health impacts of PFAS chemicals, although there is considerable knowledge that PFOA and PFOS may lead to detrimental health effects. 

The problem with PFAS is that they resist degradation. As a result, they accumulate in the environment, water supplies, and in humans over time. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says it's like most Americans have some amount of PFAS in their bodies.

PFAS in Drinking Water 
Some known hotspots for PFAS contamination are industrial areas where items containing PFAS are made, landfills, airports, military bases, and farmland where biosolids are recycled for fertilizer. Due to the nature of the chemicals and their widespread use, recent studies have shown that at least 45% of tap water in the US could be contaminated with PFAS. It is important to understand the concentrations and types of PFAS in drinking water, as this can impact the effectiveness of treatment and which technology is most appropriate for the situation. 

Point-of-Use (POU) and Point-of-Entry (POE) water treatment systems, such as those that use Reverse Osmosis (RO), Granular Activated Carbon (GAC), and Anion Exchange, can assist with the reduction of PFAS in drinking water. WQA is the technical resource for policymakers to understand the feasibility of these systems. 

WQA has been active in guiding PFAS Policy and tracking the latest government actions for members:

Tune-in to WQA’s podcast episode titled What the new EPA rule on PFAS means for the Water Treatment Industry. The podcast dived into the new PFAS regulations, featuring comments from WQA's Government Affairs Director Jeremy Pollack, Toxicology Director Kristin Kerstens, and Laboratory & Facilities Director Zac Gleason. You can access it online. 

WQA signed onto a coalition letter urging that any legislation on per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) that the U.S. Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works (EPW) considers include a specific provision to ensure that the drinking water and wastewater industry are explicitly recognized as “passive receivers” of PFAS. This would afford these essential public services a narrow exemption from liability under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA). 

In late November, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency launched the Tackling Emerging Contaminants Initiative, a new, no-cost program focused on perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) and other emerging contaminants as a part of the EPA’s Water Technical Assistance (WaterTA) program. This initiative will help eligible public drinking-water systems evaluate emerging contaminant issues, conduct initial water quality testing, and identify next steps in 200 small or disadvantaged communities over the next three years.   

United State Geological Survey published a study on the concentrations of PFAS particles present in US groundwater reservoirs responsible for supplying approximately 20% of the nation’s drinking water. 

The U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) has published its recommendations for additional EPA actions that could help public water systems address PFAS in drinking water. The report recommended:
Publishing a Small Entity Compliance Guide for the PFAS National Primary Drinking Water Regulation.
Identifying barriers public water systems experience in obtaining federal funding to address PFAS contamination and assess how best to disseminate information.
Additional resources to help systems communicate PFAS health risks to customers.
Creating a straightforward resource relevant to systems' disposal of PFAS-contaminated waste.





EPA’s NPDWR for PFAS

EPA published a National Primary Drinking Water Regulation (NPDWR) to 
establish legally enforceable levels, called Maximum Contaminant Levels 
(MCLs), for six PFAS in drinking water.

Regulatory Timeline: Finalized in early 2024 and implemented in 2027/2029. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Overview: Navigating drinking water challenges and regulating contaminants is a complex and difficult task. Setting Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs) and monitoring the nation’s water supply are the first steps, but as areas of contamination are identified, residents will be looking for assurance of safe water supplies. WQA has been providing information on the current feasibility of mitigation and treatment techniques in relation to the NPDWR. Most of the association’s comments and materials focus on the industry's current capabilities, including information on performance standards, lab capabilities, and available treatment technologies. 

Visit WQA’s PFAS portal for more information: https://wqa.org/education/pfasportal/



EPA’s NPDWR for PFAS
What does it include? 
• The proposed rule requires public water systems to:

 Monitor for these PFAS by 2027
 Notify the public of the levels of these PFAS by 2027
 Reduce the levels of these PFAS in drinking water if they exceed the proposed standards by 2029.

Cost of Compliance?
Total Annual Cost per Household for Candidate Technologies 

System Size 
(Population Served) GAC IX RO POU

25-500 $607 to $1,241 $563 to $990 $4,332 to $5,224 $345 to $357

501-3,300 $203 to $484 $171 to $351 $721 to $1,324 $327 to $ 327

3,301-10,000 $178 to $417 $145 to $284 $388 to $544 Unavailable

EPA’s NPDWR for PFAS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Rule Overview: The rule requires public water systems to monitor for these PFAS by 2027 and provide the public with information on the levels of these PFAS in their drinking water. By 2029, Public water systems must implement solutions that reduce these PFAS if monitoring shows that drinking water levels exceed these MCLs and notify the public of violations. 




• As the EPA has finalized new rules for PFAS 
and Lead, several utilities have engaged with 
WQA members about using water treatment 
as a compliance mechanism

• For POU and POE systems, many states have 
administered additional requirements when 
utilizing them for compliance.

SDWA – Small System Compliance 

WQA has created a new handout to help educate state 
drinking water officials and other trade groups on the SDWA  
and has developed a course available on municipal water!

Presenter
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 Using Water Treatment Systems for SDWA Compliance 
The Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) was originally passed by Congress in 1974 to protect public health by regulating the nation’s public drinking water supply. SDWA authorizes the United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) to set national health-based standards for drinking water to protect against both naturally occurring and man-made contaminants that may be found in drinking water. The U.S. EPA, states, and water systems then work together to make sure that these standards are met. 

SDWA Provisions for Small Systems 
Under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA), small public water systems (PWSs) are broadly characterized as systems serving 10,000 or fewer customers. This category of systems represents more than 92% of the nation’s 51,000 community water systems (CWSs), and nearly all 100,000 non-community water systems. 
Small systems are allowed to utilize Point-of-Use (POU) and Point-of-Use (POE) systems and the SDWA regulates the design, management, and operation of these treatment units when being used achieve compliance with an MCL.1 
• POU and POE units must be owned, controlled, and maintained by the PWS or contracted/hired out by the PWS. Maintenance and management of these systems can be contracted out. PWS retains final responsibility for compliance. PWS may not delegate its responsibility for the operation and maintenance of installed POU or POE devices to homeowners as part of a compliance strategy. 

• POU and POE units must have mechanical warnings to automatically notify customers of operational problems. Each POU or POE treatment device must be equipped with a warning device (e.g. PID, automatic shutoff mechanism, etc.). 

• ANSI standards for POU or POE treatment units may be used as part of a compliance strategy. 

• The statute prohibits EPA from listing any POU treatment units to achieve compliance with an MCL or treatment technique for a microbial contaminant or an indicator of a microbial contaminant. POE is not specifically prohibited. 

• The PWS must develop and obtain State approval for a monitoring plan before POE devices are installed for compliance. 




Other Federal Agency Actions

EPA’s Finalized Rule on Consumer Confidence Reports

EPA Released Water System Restructuring Assessment Rule (WSRAR) 

EPA Proposed five new TSCA Chemicals 

EPA Announced Funding for Small, Underserved, and Disadvantaged 
Communities 

WQA Letter Sent in Support of Federal Interagency Working Group for 
Water
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The EPA announced a final rule that makes changes to the Consumer Confidence Report (CCR) to better support public understanding of drinking water quality. This includes new stipulations that aim to make the annual drinking water quality reports easier to read and support access to translations in appropriate languages while enhancing information about lead in drinking water. Read about the final revised CCR rule here.  
The USEPA announced $25 million for states and territories to invest infrastructure in underserved, small and disadvantaged communities to mitigate exposure to PFAS, lead, and addressing other issues in drinking water. In 2021, WQA secured a landmark achievement allowing POU and POE devices to be purchased using grant funds under this program. Read the press release here.  
The EPA highlighted more than $11.5 billion in water infrastructure funding available for states this year through the FY24 State Revolving Fund programs. The funding will prioritize water infrastructure projects that upgrade aging water mains and pumps, replace toxic lead pipes, address per-and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), and improve community resilience to climate change. Read the press release here.    
 The EPA's new rule classifies PFOA and PFOS as hazardous, ensuring polluters bear cleanup costs. This action highlights the health risks these chemicals pose and aims to shift financial responsibility from taxpayers to those responsible for contamination.  
In July, the EPA proposed designating five chemicals as High-Priority Substances for risk evaluation under the nation’s chemical safety law, the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA). The five chemical substances EPA is proposing to designate as High-Priority Substances are:
Vinyl Chloride (CASRN 75-01-4), 
Acetaldehyde (CASRN 75-07-0),
Acrylonitrile (CASRN 107-13-1),
Benzenamine (CASRN 62-53-3), and
4,4’-methylene bis(2-chloroaniline) (MBOCA) (CASRN 101-14-4).
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About Banner Public Affairs: Since engaging with WQA in 2023, Banner has supported the association’s work on key initiatives including legislative priorities such as advancement of the Healthy H2O Act, as well as regulatory priorities such as modernization of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) and monitoring and response to EPA actions surrounding PFAS and lead remediation. Banner also supports WQA’s big events, including helping facilitate two consecutive annual fly-in events, providing keynote remarks at WQA’s convention and regional association meetings, and more.
 
Banner looks forward to continuing to deepen its engagement with WQA in 2025, a year that rings in significant macro-level political shifts in Washington after Republicans secured control over the presidency and both chambers of Congress in the 2024 elections.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
WQA Government Affairs tracked and monitored 278 state bills across the country. 
41% of those bills  were targeted at increasing quality of drinking water in schools and child-care facilities. This marks a notable trend across the country to prioritize water quality in our most vulnerable population, like FilterFirst in Michigan.
20% of all bills were targeted specifically at filtering lead out of drinking water. This number could be higher when considering that many school related bills are meant to target Lead in particular. 
23% of bills specifically target PFAS contamination and filtration efforts.
22% of bills were state funded effort to incentivize localities, businesses, and residents to prioritize various water treatment products or systems,. Most notable of these is the successful passage of a one-time RO Tax Credit for residential homeowners in Nebraska. 


Need to include a line on school bills…



WQA Letters & Bills List

• HI SB 2579 Bottle Filling Station 
• NE LB 1184 Reverse Osmosis System Tax Credit Act 
• AZ SB 1132 Lead Testing in Schools 
• VA HB 1295 Rural Water Supply Program and Fund
• PA HB 2011 Safe Schools Drinking Water Fund
• MA DEP Lead in Drinking Water POU Filter Guidance
• WQA Technical Amendments WA SB5997HB 2412
• Chicago Certification Acceptance Water Treatment Systems
• MI SB 694 – Protection of Children Through the Licensing and Regulation of 
Child Care Organizations

• CA AB 2671 – Filtered Water in Family Daycare Homes
• CA AB 1851 – Drinking water: school sites: lead testing pilot program
• NY S 7934 – PFAS Removal Treatment Installation Grant & Rebate Programs
• NY A 9260 – PFAS Removal Treatment Installation Grant & Rebate Programs
• WI SB 1078 – Providing safe drinking water in public and private schools
• PA HB 2145 – Providing for Legionnaires’ disease risk management
• WQA Comments on IL PFAS Groundwater Rule
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WQA Government Affair authored more than 25+ letters on high priority legislation and tracked more that 278 bills throughout the 50 states. 

https://wqa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c274c4449b80f62a15d3dbc77&id=0b823c11c0&e=157cb05b5a
https://wqa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c274c4449b80f62a15d3dbc77&id=1153ea9091&e=157cb05b5a
https://wqa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c274c4449b80f62a15d3dbc77&id=a68b2407d0&e=157cb05b5a
https://wqa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c274c4449b80f62a15d3dbc77&id=11feee4522&e=157cb05b5a
https://wqa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c274c4449b80f62a15d3dbc77&id=ee5fe040b4&e=157cb05b5a
https://wqa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c274c4449b80f62a15d3dbc77&id=4045239441&e=157cb05b5a
https://wqa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c274c4449b80f62a15d3dbc77&id=b29aaf83b2&e=157cb05b5a
https://wqa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c274c4449b80f62a15d3dbc77&id=e646186ea2&e=157cb05b5a
https://wqa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c274c4449b80f62a15d3dbc77&id=3e8396a5a1&e=157cb05b5a
https://wqa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c274c4449b80f62a15d3dbc77&id=3e8396a5a1&e=157cb05b5a
https://wqa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c274c4449b80f62a15d3dbc77&id=215edb901e&e=157cb05b5a
https://wqa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c274c4449b80f62a15d3dbc77&id=40870eead9&e=157cb05b5a
https://wqa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c274c4449b80f62a15d3dbc77&id=7a70c9364c&e=157cb05b5a
https://wqa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c274c4449b80f62a15d3dbc77&id=3448dad2b2&e=157cb05b5a
https://wqa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c274c4449b80f62a15d3dbc77&id=d1f9384575&e=157cb05b5a
https://wqa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c274c4449b80f62a15d3dbc77&id=13a5ca0a95&e=157cb05b5a
https://wqa.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c274c4449b80f62a15d3dbc77&id=28ce63186b&e=157cb05b5a
https://reporting.fiscalnote.com/sharable/reports/Wbtiio2schcsFXgeWPkY+MGBIjgPWJlzSoxdYoFF8cPuN2JlMU6BXPA+7WJ7fSRvJxCHZoIVHSOFAbDXPxQewlqiSQ==--hO3swbLxKXl3i1Jv--Q4aF4abXrqOX84z3snaYQA==
https://reporting.fiscalnote.com/sharable/reports/SULoGI2o7m8IkJJxa7Op5W987i9QCewu6LqczM6G9HJGSzbH4xSh83s3CUcVM+A3Riw+e84T7e9C8g1F33VWSqsZGTKm--it09yBm275eZQ8bB--kjFeTnvvPzvdTzRSFieWRw==
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CALIFORNIA - PWQA Legislative day
On February 6, PWQA & WQA members met at California’s State Capital in Sacramento for a legislative day. During the event, members heard from the California Water Resources Control Board and met the Environmental Working Group’s Government Affairs team about their legislative priorities for 2024. In the afternoon, members visited representatives in the State Senate and Assembly.

ILLINOIS
WQA members Doug Anderson of Culligan International and Joe Wolff of Zurn Elkay met in Springfield, IL, to educate policymakers on the drinking water treatment industry. The group met with Rep. Jenn Ladisch Douglass (D-45), a sponsor of IL SB 1715 (Public Act 103-0223), which requires drinking fountains to include a water bottle filling station; Rep. Amy Grant (R-47), whose district is home to the WQA International Headquarters & Lab; and Vice Chair of the Energy & Environment Committee Rep. Dave Severin (R-117).  The group also met with the Illinois Pollution Control Board (IPCB), the Deputy Director of the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA), and the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH). 

MINNESOTA – MWQA Hill Day
WQA & MWQA Members met in St. Pail, MN in March to educate state legislator and regulators on the water treatment industry.
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FLORIDA
FWQA & WQA members held their annual legislative day in Tallahassee, FL, on Feb. 8. Meeting with more than 10 state Representatives and leadership from the newly created Water Quality Supply & Treatment Subcommittee, the group educated lawmakers on the importance of the drinking water treatment industry and resources the associations have to offer. 

TEXAS
Anthony Karas, a WQA voting member for the Government Affairs Committee recently met with U.S. Rep. Wesley Hunt (R-TX). Karas and the Congressman spoke about the Healthy H20 Act, a bill supported by WQA that aims to assist people in rural areas including those dependent on private wells improve their water.

The Texas Water Quality Association (TWQA) met with policymakers throughout the state after hiring Kyle Frazier as their new lobbyist. This includes a meeting with Dade Phelan, Speaker of the Texas House of Representatives. To learn more about these efforts and to read their monthly legislative updates, visit the TWQA website. 
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CALIFORNIA 
CA Update: In the 2024 legislative session, two significant bills aimed to enhance water safety in California's schools and daycares. Assembly Bill 1851 (Holden) proposed a pilot program led by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) to test and remediate lead in drinking water in 6-10 local educational agencies (LEAs). Assembly Bill 2671 (Weber) sought to mandate that licensed family daycare homes use water filtered through certified devices meeting safety standards, along with requirements for maintaining records on maintenance and filter replacements.

Unfortunately, both bills stalled, primarily due to California's projected budget deficit of over $40 billion for the 2025-26 fiscal year. Despite this, the Water Quality Association (WQA) remains committed to raising awareness among legislators on the importance of enhancing water systems through point-of-use (POU) and point-of-entry (POE) technologies.
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CALIFORNIA
Chrom 6 
On April 17, the California State Water Resources Control Board finalized its MCL for Hexavalent Chromium (Chrom-6) at 10 ppb in Public Water Systems. This is the first in the nation to specifically target chromium-6; for context, the USEPA regulates total Chromium (Chromium-6 and Chromium-3) at 100 ppb. Depending on the number of service connections, PWSs will have 2 to 5 years to comply with the law. 
  
This is an important step in the regulatory landscape for the water treatment industry – the rule outlined Best Available Technologies (BAT) including Ion Exchange, RO, and Reduction/Coagulation/Filtration technologies to achieve compliance with the MCL. Last year, WQA and the Pacific Water Quality Association (PWQA) submitted comments on behalf of the industry, expressing the capabilities of current third-party certified POU and POE technologies in reducing Chrom-6 in drinking water

SAFER - During the 2023-2024 fiscal year, the California State Water Board distributed $880 million to projects targeting improved drinking water, increased water supplies, and climate resilience efforts. These projects benefitted 12 million Californians in nearly 400 communities, utilizing funding from the SAFER Program, which aims to increase access to safe, adequate, and affordable drinking water. Read the full article here. 
 
Interested in learning more about the California SAFER Program’s funding uses for POU/POE Systems?  View WQA’s webinar: POU/POE Market Opportunities in California.

Earlier in the year, WQA and PWQA held a productive lobbying session. Members met with the California Water Resources Control Board to discuss the SAFER program and explore greater involvement opportunities for WQA and PWQA members. We also engaged with the Environmental Working Group’s Government Affairs team to discuss legislative priorities and then visited members and staff of the State Senate and Assembly to promote PWQA/WQA’s initiatives and legislative goals.

Congratulations to WQA/PWQA member Shannon Murphy’s appointment to the SAFER advisory board which now offers another platform for the industry to promote water safety improvements while enhancing WQA’s visibility at the state level.
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MICHIGAN
Michigan began the trend we see growing across other states &  the EPA, prioritizing water filtration (particularly lead) in schools and child-care facilities.

WQA worked with the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) on the implementation of Filter First, a law that requires schools and childcare centers to install NSF/ANSI 42 and NSF/ANSI 53 certified filtration systems to mitigate lead exposure by the end of the 2025-2026 school year. 
 
The law will require annual drinking water testing in schools and biannual testing in childcare centers; the development of a drinking water management plan to specify the locations of water outlets, by water use and type of filtration, and regular replacement of filter cartridges within 15 months; and an updated plan at least every five years. 
﻿
WQA product certification listings and Gold Seal programs are referenced as a resource in the Filter First guidance document. For more information, visit the MI EGLE website.

Washington DC is also among the first to prioritize similar efforts in public school, installing water bottle filling stations in all schools. Other states such as MN, WI, NJ and other have begun discussing models similar to FilterFirst.  



WQA Training Programs
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WASHINGTON
Washington State Labor and Industries (LNI) once had an exemption specifically for the water treatment industry. In 2020, SB 6170 changed the definition of “plumbing” to remove this exemption and created new plumbing licenses. The law also made significant changes to work permitted by contractors and specialty licenses in the state. Background on WA State Licensing requirements. 

WQA is advocating for the state to revise the definition of plumbing and reinstate the exclusion for the industry. WQA members testified at a Washington State House Labor & Workplace Standards Committee hearing expressing their concerns with the plumbing law and supporting an exclusion. 

https://wqa.org/education/wqa-training/


Presenter
Presentation Notes
NEBRASKA
LB 937 was a closely tracked legislative priority for WQA in the 2024 legislative cycle. The bill, known as the Reverse Osmosis System Tax Credit Act, establishes a one-time refundable income tax credit for the installation of a reverse osmosis system as long as the home is a primary residence. The credit may equal 50% of the cost (including installation) with a maximum credit of $1,000.  View the full language here.

VIRGINIA
VA Water Treatment Bill

The Virginia State Water Commission met on June 24, 2024, to discuss House Bill 1295, which aims to set regulations on drinking water treatment and establish a fund to test and treat contaminated drinking water. The bill includes establishing a fund to test and treat contaminated water, particularly benefiting those with private wells and small rural water systems. 
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ILLINOIS
On March 7, the Illinois Pollution Control Board (IPCB) proposed Ground Water Quality Standards for 6 PFAS substances and cobalt, selenium, and vanadium. This rulemaking could impact the estimated 400,000 private water wells in Illinois that provide drinking water to approximately 1.3 million people. Below is a breakdown of the proposed groundwater regulations compared to the USEPA proposed MCLs for PFAS.  

WQA submitted comments on behalf of the water treatment industry expressing the value and capabilities of third-party certified drinking water treatment systems in reducing PFAS exposure. IPCB is accepting comments through April 22.  

MN Legislature Approves Private Well Funding
The Minnesota Legislature recently approved $2.8 million in funding for home water treatment systems for SE Minnesota residents whose private wells test with high levels of nitrates. The funds are funneled through the Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA), and the implementation process is still being discussed. 

﻿Funding is for homes with nitrates in excess of the maximum contaminant level of ten milligrams per liter if they are located in Dodge, Fillmore, Goodhue, Houston, Mower, Olmsted, Wabasha, or Winona counties. Priority will be given to households at or below 300 percent of the federal poverty guideline and households with infants or pregnant individuals. The Minnesota Dept. of Health may also use this appropriation for education, outreach, and technical assistance to homeowners. This is a one-time appropriation and is available until June 30, 2027.  
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Softener 1-Pager
https://wqa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2023_WaterSoftenersAndCorrosion.pdf  

MN DLI Ruling on Softeners - After three years of uncertainty, the Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry has decided that licensed water conditioning people can install water conditioning equipment in single family homes. MWQA & WQA worked closely with the state Plumbing Board to provide clarification on the law. The decision by DLI can be found on the MWQA website.

First line

https://wqa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2023_WaterSoftenersAndCorrosion.pdf
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City if Chicago
WQA Government Affairs Manager Jordan Kari met with the City of Chicago’s Mayor's Office recently to discuss lead in drinking water. Chicago contains more than 400,000 lead service lines, the highest number in the country.
 
A recent study from the journal JAMA Pediatrics examined childhood lead exposure in the city and estimated 68% of children under 6 are being exposed to lead-contaminated drinking water. Additionally, the study cited that racial disparities exist in lead exposure levels, with minority communities being disproportionately affected.   
 
Recognizing the critical role that education plays in combating lead contamination, WQA advocated for leveraging resources to educate the public on third-party certified drinking water treatment solutions. By partnering with the Chicago Department of Water Management (DWM), WQA aims to develop guidance on the importance of testing drinking water and using certified water treatment devices to mitigate lead exposure effectively. 


Syracuse, NY with Lead Level 2x Flint Michigan: Syracuse, N.Y. has double the levels of lead in the water than Flint, Michigan, NRDC says - CBS New York
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